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EDUCATION
Yale University | Doctoral Candidate			            		  			   Anticipated May 2027
Area of Specialization: School of Public Health, Social and Behavioral Sciences
Proposed Dissertation: Diabetes and Housing Stability: A Multi-Methods Analysis to Understand the Health Impacts of Affordability and Displacement
Advisor: Danya Keene, PhD

Yale School of Public Health | Master of Public Health (MPH)				    		         May 2020
Area of Specialization: Social and Behavioral Sciences
Advisor: John Pachankis, PhD

University of California, Davis | Bachelor of Science, Psychology, with Honors 				         June 2016

RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Research Associate | Housing and Health Equity Lab	
Yale School of Public Health, New Haven, CT                 		    	        		   	     May 2020 — Present
· recruited and retained a longitudinal mixed-methods cohort of 113 adults with diabetes over 2.5 years 
· developed study materials, including longitudinal Qualtrics surveys, interview guides, codebooks, and datasets
· collected biometric data, including HbA1c labs, blood pressure, and weight 
· conducted and analyzed semi-structured interviews on experiences of housing stability, rent assistance, and health
· modeled quasi-experimental analyses on rental assistance’s impact on mental health, diabetes, and food security 
· develop manuscripts and community reports translating multi-methods research findings 
· mentor undergraduate and master’s students on data collection, analysis, and manuscript development
· submit testimony to CT Housing General Assembly on housing and eviction policy based on research findings 

Program Coordinator (2025-present) & Fellow (2024-2025)  | McDougal Graduate Teaching Fellowship	
Yale Poorvu Center for Teaching and Learning, New Haven, CT                 		    	     May 2024 — Present
· coordinate an interdisciplinary team of 20 McDougal fellows to execute year-long programming for the Certificate of College Teaching Preparation for graduate student instructors
· develop and facilitate workshops about evidence-based, inclusive, and equitable teaching practices
· design and implement annual teaching trainings required for all 400 Yale graduate student instructors
· mentor instructors through peer observations, formative feedback, and reflective pedagogical development

Research Assistant | Maui Wildfire Exposure Study
University of Hawaii, Maui, HI									 Jan. 2024 – Mar. 2024
· conducted community-based epidemiologic data collection with residents affected by the 2023 Lāhainā wildfire
· collected respiratory and physiologic measures, including spirometry, oscillometry, and blood pressure
· delivered pertinent point-of-care blood testing and research results to participants
· submitted testimony to Hawaii House and Senate Committees on housing policy related to fire recovery

Solomon Center Research Fellow
Yale Law School, New Haven, CT								Aug. 2023 – May 2025  
· conducted an independent qualitative analysis of the utilization of Section 8 Rental Assistance Vouchers
· developed programming for sessions led by health policy scholars for presentations on opioids, medical-legal partnerships, elder law and aging, healthcare equity, AI in healthcare, reproductive health, and LGBTQI+ health

Medical Research Intern 
Kaiser Permanente Napa-Solano, Vallejo, CA							 Jun. 2024 – July 2024 
· performed quasi-experimental analyses of the impacts of wildfire evacuation on diabetes-related biomarkers 
· cleaned and organized longitudinal health record data of over 20,000 patients using STATA
· integrated CalFire and county evacuation data with deidentified patient data to develop spatial maps in ArcGIS

Medical Volunteer | Neighborhood Health Project
Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 							  Jan. 2023 – Jun. 2024
· administered blood sugar and blood pressure for individuals at a local food pantry
· provided information on local free and low-income health clinics to connect people to medical care

Research Associate | COVID Eviction Project
Yale School of Public Health, New Haven, CT					           	             Feb. 2021 — Aug. 2022 
· developed interview guide to assess the impact of eviction moratoria on tenants’ housing and health
· performed semi-structured interviews with tenants who were evicted, forced to move, or at risk for eviction 
· developed a codebook using a grounded theory approach, coded, and analyzed qualitative interviews with NVIVO
· reviewed legislation, news, and housing courts to understand national and local eviction moratoria policy

Research Statistician 
University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT                        	    		     		              May 2020 — Jan. 2021 
· analyzed data on youth substance use, bullying incidence, and mental health, utilizing data from the 2017 LGBTQ National Teen Survey conducted by the Human Rights Campaign 
· developed a nation-wide “Equity Index” to identify protections provided for LGBTQ+ youth by state laws

Graduate Research Assistant | Pediatric Gender Program
Yale-New Haven Hospital, New Haven, CT    	    			    	            	              Oct. 2018 — May 2020 
· maintained an ongoing mixed-methods database including consent, demographic, medical, and psychological data for over 150 transgender and gender-expansive youth 
· conducted analyses and developed a manuscript investigating the importance of parental support on mental health
· composed and submitted oppositional memos on rollbacks of §1557 of the Affordable Care Act

Medical Scribe
Family Medicine and Infectious Disease, One Community Health, Sacramento, CA    	              Nov. 2017 — July 2018 
Emergency Department, Sutter Delta Hospital, Antioch, CA	    	    	            	            Aug. 2016 — Nov. 2017
· documented appointment notes, diagnostic testing, labs, and codes while in medical appointments into EPIC, an Electronic Medical Record (EMR)
· developed training sessions on best charting practices for transgender and nonbinary patients for medical staff 

Lead Undergraduate Research Assistant | Goodman Lab
University of California, Davis, Davis, CA                	    		 	           	              Oct. 2014 — Jun. 2016 
· interviewed autistic and allistic youth about their memory of a controlled event to investigative interviewing techniques utilized in police settings, the Cognitive Interview and the 10-Step Interview
· trained research assistants to administer both investigative interviewing methods 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE AND GUEST LECTURES
Yale School of Public Health
Lead Teaching Fellow, Social Justice and Health Equity				           	           Aug. – Dec. 2024
Teaching Fellow, LGBTQ Health 						          		            Jan. – May 2024
Teaching Fellow, Social Justice and Health Equity				              	         	           Aug. – Dec. 2023
Teaching Fellow, Qualitative Methodology for Public Health		     	          		            Jan. – May 2020
Teaching Fellow, Foundations of Epidemiology			       		              	           Aug. – Dec. 2019
Guest Lectures
Guest Lecture for Clinical Investigation (MHS-CI) Program at Yale School of Medicine		   
“Qualitative Research Design and Conceptual Frameworks,” “Qualitative Analysis and Writing” 	Sept-Oct. 2026

Guest Lecture for Trauma and Health at Yale School of Public Health		   
“Climate Change and Trauma” 						    			          Oct. 2025

Guest Lecture for Comparative Family Policy at University of Connecticut		   
“U.S. Housing Policy and Health” 						    			          Oct. 2023

SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS
Smith, P.D., Thomas, K., Denary, W., Choa, E., W. Sandlin, E.W., Chen, K.L., Leifheit, K.M. (2026, in press). Housing disruptions of the 2025 LA Wildfires: Distribution and potential health impacts. Health Affairs. 

Denary, W., Esserman, D., Schlesinger, P., Lipska, K. J., Fenelon, A., & Keene, D. E. (2026). Rental Assistance Impacts on Diabetes: Insights from a Longitudinal Mixed-Methods Analysis. SSM-Qualitative Research in Health, 100817.

Gonzalez-Lopez, C., Fenelon, A., Lipska, K.J., Denary, W., Schlesinger. P., Esserman, D.,  Keene, D.E. (2024). Association Between Rental Assistance Programs and Undiagnosed Diabetes Among U.S. Journal of General Internal Medicine.

Keene, D.E., Denary, W., Harper, A., Kapolka, A., Benfer, E., Hepburn, P. (2023) “A little bit of a security blanket”: renter experiences with the COVID-19 era eviction moratoria. Social Science Review. 

Denary, W., Fenelon, A., Whittaker, S., Esserman, D., Lipska, K.J., & Keene, D. E. (2023). Rental assistance improves food security and nutrition: An analysis of National Survey Data. Preventive Medicine, 107453.

Fenelon, A., Lipska, K. J., Denary, W., Blankenship, K. M., Schlesinger, P., Esserman, D., & Keene, D. E. (2022). Association Between Rental Assistance Programs and Hemoglobin A1c Levels Among US Adults. JAMA network open, 5(7), e2222385-e2222385.

Denary, W., Fenelon, A., Schlesinger, P., Purtle, J., Blankenship, K. M., & Keene, D. E. (2021). Does Rental Assistance Improve Mental Health? Insights from a Longitudinal Cohort Study. Social Science & Medicine, 114100.

Watson, R. J., Fish, J. N., Denary, W., Caba, A., Cunningham, C., & Eaton, L. A. (2021). LGBTQ state policies: A lever for reducing SGM youth substance use and bullying. Drug and alcohol dependence, 221, 108659.

PRESENTATIONS
Session Chair and Panelist, IAPHS Conference						       		          Sep. 2025
Session Title: “Tenants Tell a Story: Qualitative Research Illustrates the Health Impacts of Housing Policy.” Presentation Title: "How Wildfire Displacement Shapes Diabetes Outcomes and Management: Stories from Maui Residents." Panel presented at the Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Sciences Conference, Pittsburgh, PA.

Poster Presenter, International Society for Environmental Epidemiology Conference	          		         Aug. 2025
 “How Wildfire Displacement Shapes Diabetes Outcomes and Management: Stories from Maui Residents.” Poster presented in Atlanta, GA.

Panelist, IAPHS Conference						          				          Sep. 2024
 “The market was changing so rapidly... and they didn’t want to take Section 8”: Experiences of Leasing Up with Rental Assistance. Panel presented at the Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Sciences Conference, St. Louis, MO.

Poster Presenter, BU Gentrification & Displacement Conference						          Oct. 2023
““The market was changing so rapidly... and they didn’t want to take Section 8”: Experiences of Leasing Up with Rental Assistance.” Poster presented in Boston, MA.

Panelist, NIDDK Workshop on Housing and Obesity						             	         Nov. 2022
“Rental Assistance Improves Food Security and Nutrition.”  Panel presented virtually at the Workshop on Housing and Obesity hosted by the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases.

Panelist, IAPHS Conference									             	        Sept. 2022
“Rental Assistance Improves Food Security and Nutrition.”  Panel presented at the Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Sciences Conference, Minneapolis, MN.

Poster Presenter, IAPHS Conference 									          Oct. 2021
“Quantifying the Psychological Impact of Rental Assistance.” Poster presented virtually at the Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Sciences Conference.

Panelist, Sexual and Reproductive Health Seminar Series: Trans Health at Yale School of Public Health    	        Sept. 2019

Poster Presenter, USPATH Conference								                      Sept. 2019 
“Youth and Parent Perceptions of Parental Support for Trans and Gender-Expansive Youth: Associations with Anxiety and Depressive Symptoms.” Poster session presented at the US Professional Association for Transgender Health Conference, Washington, D.C.  

RESEARCH FUNDING AND APPLICATIONS
F31 Application (deferred after 2025)								       Applied: Aug. 2024
Roll on Project: Principal Investigator	
Score: 21	
Diabetes and Housing Stability: A Multi-Methods Analysis to Understand the Health Impacts of Affordability and Displacement	

John Enders Research Grant, Yale University ($2,800)								    2024
Yale Center for the Study of Race, Indigeneity, and Transnational Migration (RITM) Research Grant ($1,500)	    2024
Roll on Project: Principal Investigator
Supported data collection and participant compensation for Maui Wildfire Displacement research
	
R01 DK124500-01 										Apr. 2020 – Mar. 2025
PI: Keene
Role on Project: Post-Graduate Associate, Doctoral Student
The Effects of Affordable Housing Access on Type 2 Diabetes Management and Control 

Pew Charitable Trusts 34686 									  Jan. 2021 – Jul. 2022
Co-PIs: Benfer, Desmond, Keene, Hepburn (Co-PIs)   
Role on Project: Post-Graduate Associate                   
Analysis of COVID-19 Eviction and Rental Housing Policy

AWARDS AND HONORS
Conference Participation Award, Yale University	($500) 							    2024
Dissertation Prospectus and Qualifying Exams, Passed with Distinction						    2024
Conference Participation Award, Yale University	($500) 							    2023
Summer Internship Award, Yale School of Public Health ($1,500) 						    2019
Horstmann Merit Scholarship, Yale School of Public Health ($24,000) 					      2018, 2019
IBEW Local 6/San Francisco Electrical Contractors Association Scholarship ($10,000)				    2012 

MEMBERSHIPS 
International Society for Environmental Epidemiology							 2025—Present
Interdisciplinary Association of Population Health Sciences						 2021—Present
American Public Health Association 									 2019—Present
