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Yale School of Medicine

BS (Hon), University of Michigan, Biochemistry and African-American Studies, Ann
Arbor, Ml

MBA, The Wharton School, Philadelphia, PA

MD, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA

MHS, Yale University, Health Science, New Haven, CT

Career/Academic Appointments:

01/2007 - 01/2009
06/2010

06/2013

06/2015

08/2015 - 06/2022

07/2022 - 06/2027

07/2023 - 06/2027

07/2024 - 12/2024

07/2025 - 12/2025

Wharton Fellowship, Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
Transitional Internship, Internal Medicine, Albert Einstein Medical Center,
Philadelphia, PA

Ophthalmology Residency, Ophthalmology, Kellogg Eye Center, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Ml

Vitreoretinal Surgery Fellowship, Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, lllinois Eye
and Ear Infirmary, University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, IL

Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology and Visual Science, Yale School of Medicine,
New Haven, CT

Associate Professor on Term, Ophthalmology and Visual Science, Yale School of
Medicine, New Haven, CT

Associate Professor on Term, Biomedical Informatics and Data Science, Yale
School of Medicine, New Haven, CT

Associate Professor on Term, Management, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven,
CcT

Associate Professor on Term, Management, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven,
CcT
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Administrative Positions:

2024 - Present Associate Director of Community Engaged Research and Participant Recruitment,
Yale Center for Clinical Investigation (YCCI), Yale School of Medicine, New Haven,
CcT

Board Certification:
2014 - 2025 AB of Ophthalmology, Ophthalmology
2025 - 2035 AB of Ophthalmology, Ophthalmology, recertification

Advanced Training/Certification:
11/2014-12/2035 American Board of Ophthalmology, American Board of Ophthalmology, New
Haven, CT

Professional Honors & Recognition:
International/National/Regional

2000 National Achievement Scholarship, University of Michigan

2003 Minority International Research Training Fogarty Fellowship, Fogarty International
Center

2003 Golden Key National Honor Society at University of Michigan, Golden Key National
Honor Society

2004 National Dean’s List, National Dean’s List, University of Michigan

2005 American College of Rheumatology Student Research Preceptorship, American
College of Rheumatology

2006 National Medical Association Award for Leadership and Community Service, NMA

2009 “5 under 10” Young Alumni Recognition Award, University of Michigan African
American Alumni Council

2011 National Eye Institute Travel Grant Recipient, ARVO

2011 Advocacy Ambassador to Mid-Year Forum, Women in Ophthalmology, American
Academy of Ophthalmology

2011 2nd place, Rabb-Venable Research Competition, National Medical Association

2013 Walter R. Parker Resident Teaching Award, University of Michigan

2014 AAO Retina Subspecialty Day Floor Manager, American Academy of
Ophthalmology

2015 NIH-NMA Fellow in Academic Careers Program Travel Award Recipient , National
Institutes of Health

2016 National Medical Association Retina Awardee, NMA

2018 National Eye Institute Loan Repayment Award in Clinical Research, National Eye
Institute

2019 Connecticut Society of Eye Physicians Annual Resident/Fellow Research Poster,
First Place, Connecticut Society of Eye Physicians

2020 Yale Nominee for the Donald Seldin~Holly Smith Award for Pioneering Research,

American Society for Clinical Investigation
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2023
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2025
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2026
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Nominated to the National Academy of Medicine Emerging Leaders in Health and
Medicine Program by Dr. Marcella Nunez-Smith, National Academy of Medicine
AAMC Minority Faculty Leadership Development 2021 Cohort, AAMC

ARVO Women'’s Leadership Development Program 2021-2022 Cohort, ARVO
ARVO Hot Topic Poster Presentation (Top 12% posters scored for national
meeting) , ARVO

Young Alumni Service Award, University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of
Medicine

Secretariat Award, American Academy of Ophthalmology

Director's Award, National Eye Institute

Member Retina Society, Retina Society

Scientific Award, National Medical Association Ophthalmology Section
Leadership Development Program, American Academy of Ophthalmology -
American Society of Retinal Specialists

Top Doctors, Castle Connelly

AOA, AOA Beta Chapter at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine
National Academy of Medicine Emerging Leaders Forum Invited Attendee
Healthcare Research All-Stars 2025, Avant-Garde Health

Top Doctors 2025, Connecticut Magazine

Exceptional Women in Medicine 2026, Castle Connolly

Yale University/Yale School of Medicine/Hospital System

2013
2017
2017
2021
2024
2025

Other
2000

2000

2000 - 2004
2000 - 2004
2001

2002
2004

2009
2009
2021

Making a Difference Award, University of Michigan Health System

Junior Faculty Scholar Award, Yale Center for Clinical Research

Education Research Honorable Mention, Yale University

Janeway Society, Yale University

Orthwein Scholar, Yale School of Medicine

Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award Nominee, Yale School of Medicine

Michigan Merit Scholarship, University of Michigan

University Honors, University of Michigan

Literature, Science, & the Arts Merit Scholarship, University of Michigan

Arvella & Alvin Bentley Scholar, University of Michigan

Summer Biomedical Fellowship at University of Michigan, Undergraduate
Research Opportunities Program

Outstanding Golden Key Sophomore Award, University of Michigan

Graduated with Highest Honors, BS in African-American Studies and Biochemistry
, University of Michigan

Kaiser Family Foundation Grant, University of Pennsylvania Wharton School
Class of 1962 Scholarship, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine
Institute for Implementation Science Scholar (IS-2), Institute for Implementation
Science, Washington University
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NIH

KNWANYANWU

T1CARE grant (Addressing Social Determinants of Health in Young Adults with
Type 1 Diabetes Through Comprehensive Assessment, Responsiveness, and
Engagement

Kasia Lipska

Consultant

N/A

$2,500,000.00

02/01/2025 - 01/01/2030

National Eye Institute

5 UC2 CA293 786 02

ComPASS Health Equity Research Hub at Yale
Marcella Nunez-Smith

Data Science

10%

$1,632,607.00

09/04/2024 - 11/30/2026

CDC

DP24-081

Michigan Screening and Intervention for Glaucoma and Eye Health through
Telemedicine (MI-SIGHT) Program: A Pragmatic Randomized Trial
Paula-Anne Newman Casey

Implementation Science

5%

$500,000.00

09/30/2024 - 09/29/2026

National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS)
1501015190REG

Yale University Volunteer Repository

Brian Richard Smith

Sub-Investigator

N/A

01/16/2015 - ongoing
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National Eye Institute

K23EY030530

Undiagnosed Diabetic Retinopathy: Using Participatory Science to Design an
Intervention for Patients at High-Risk for Blindness

Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu

Pl

N/A

$1,272,085.00 (of which $1,036,514.00 indirects)

09/01/2019 - 08/31/2024

Yale Center for Clinical Investigation

5P30DK045735-27

Development of a Community Responsive Digital Health Tool for Diabetic
Retinopathy Screening

Terika McCall

Principal Investigator

N/A

$100,000.00

12/01/2022 - 11/30/2024

Yale CTSA

UL1 TR001863

Determining the prevalence and associated multi-level characteristics of
undiagnosed diabetic retinopathy

Principal Investigator

N/A

$240,000.00

01/01/2017 - 01/01/2019

Office of International Affairs (OIA) Yale and the World Partnership Fund
YD000001.CC0093.PG00401.PJ118716.MMD4

Assessing Disease Burden, Awareness, and Referral Barriers to Improve the
Diabetic Retinopathy Care Cascade in Nepal: A Pilot Study (CASCADE-DR)
Kristen Nwanyanwu

PI

N/A

$30,000.00

05/11/2026 - 05/11/2027
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I.D.#: 2000029941NHSR

Title: Sight OUtcomes Research CollaborativE (SOURCE) Ophthalmology
P.l.: Kristen Harris Nwanyanwu

Role: Principal Investigator

Percent effort: N/A

Total costs: -

Project period: 03/16/2021 - ongoing

Invited Speaking Engagements, Presentations & Workshops Not Affiliated With Yale:

International/National

1. "Health Equity in Diabetic Retinopathy: Addressing Health Disparities to End Preventable
Blindness". Visiting Professorship, Wilmer - Johns Hopkins University , July 2021. (Lecture)

2. "Diabetic retinopathy screening, trials and treatment from an equity lens". American Diabetes
Association, American Diabetes Association Webinar, New Haven, CT, January 2024. (Oral
Presentation)

3. "Grand Rounds". Harvard University, Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary Grand Rounds,
Cambridge, MA, January 2024. (Oral Presentation)

4. "Designing Better Systems to Advance Equity in Diabetic Retinopathy". Visiting Professor, San
Francisco, CA, March 2024. (Lecture)

5. "Toward a Framework to Improve Diversity and Inclusion in Clinical Trials". National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Washington, DC, May 2024. (Other)

6. "The How of Health Equity: DR at the Margins". Grand Rounds, Boston, MA, May 2024. (Lecture)

7. "Participatory Science to Advance Equity in Diabetic Retinopathy". Visiting Professor, Columbus,
OH, June 2024. (Lecture)

8. "Interventions for social determinants of health in diabetic retinopathy". Retina World Congress,
International Webinar, July 2024. (Lecture)

9. "Vision Research and Citizen Scientist". Prevent Blindness 13th Annual Focus on Eye Health
Summit, Webinar, July 2024. (Oral Presentation)

10. "Women in Retina Mentoring Symposium". American Society of Retinal Specialists , Stockholm,
Stockholm County, July 2024. (Other)

11. "Retina Cafe". American Academy of Ophthalmology, Chicago, IL, October 2024. (Other)

12. "Operationalizing Social Determinants: The SEEN Project Experience". Global Ophthalmology
Summit, Atlanta, GA, January 2025. (Oral Presentation)

13. "Eradicate TRD". Envision Conference, San Juan, San Juan, February 2025. (Lecture)

14. "Visionary Courage: Journey of a Health Equity Ophthalmologist". Alpha Omega Alpha University of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, March 2025. (Address)

15. "SEEN Lab Eradicate TRD". Vision 2020 Spotlights, Denver, CO, May 2026. (Oral Presentation)

Regional

1. "Multi-Method Approach to advance Health Equity in Diabetic Retinopathy". Grand Rounds Cornell
University , New York, NY, December 2022. (Lecture)

2. "ATale of Two Retinas: An Equity Story". Kellogg Eye Center Health Equity Grand Rounds, Wayne

County, Ml, January 2023. (Oral Presentation)
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3. "Grand Rounds". Ohio State University Grand Rounds, Columbus, OH, January 2024. (Oral
Presentation)

4. "Eradicate TRD: A multi-method approach to decreasing preventable blindness from diabetes-
related eye disease". NYU Department of Ophthalmology , Grand Rounds Speaker , New York, NY,
November 2024. (Lecture)

Peer-Reviewed Presentations Given at Meetings Not Affiliated With Yale:

International/National

1. Harris Nwanyanwu K . Sight-Saving Engagement and Evaluation in New Haven (SEEN) Program
Identifies and Addresses Adverse Social Determinants in Individuals at High Risk for Blindness.
Retina Society , Lisbon, Lisbon, September 2024. (Oral Presentation)

2. Harris Nwanyanwu K . Risk Factors for Complex Vitrectomy in Proliferative Diabetic Retinopathy: A
Distributed Learning Analysis. Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology, Association
for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology, Salt Lake City, UT, May 2025. (Poster Presentation)

Professional Service:

Peer Review Groups/Grant Study Sections
2021 - Present Reviewer, Early Career Reviewer, Pathophysiology of Eye Disease, Special
Emphasis Panel, Scientific Review Group, NIH/NEI

Advisory Boards

2021 - Present Member, Medical Alumni Affairs Council, University of Pennsylvania

2022 Member, Membership Advisory Group, American Diabetes Association

2023 - 2024 Member, DEIA Workgroup, American Academy of Ophthalmology’s Committee
for Resident Education

2024 Member, Focus on Diabetes Program: Communicating the Risk of Vision Loss and
Effective Prevention Strategies, American Diabetes Association

2024 - Present Advisor, Eye Health Advisory Group , American Diabetes Association

2026 - 2027 Advisor, Black Doctors Medical Advisory Board, Black Doctors

Journal Services

Editorial boards
2022 - 2023 Editorial Board Member, Translational Vision Science and Technology

Professional Organizations

American Academy of Ophthalmology Taskforce on Disparities in Eyecare: Sub-Taskforce on Leveraging

Data

2021 - 2022 Member, American Academy of Ophthalmology Taskforce on Disparities in
Eyecare: Sub-Taskforce on Leveraging Data
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American Academy of Ophthalmology Taskforce on Expanding Access to Care in Federally Qualified Health

Centers

2022 - Present Member, American Academy of Ophthalmology Taskforce on Expanding Access to
Care in Federally Qualified Health Centers

Penn Med Black Alumni Society
2020 - Present Founding Member, Penn Med Black Alumni Society

Yale University / Hospital System

Medical School

2021 -2024 Faculty Member, Dean's Faculty Advisory Council

2022 - 2024 Executive Committee Member, Dean's Faculty Advisory Council

2022 - Present Executive Committee Member, Minority Organization for Retention and

Expansion

Public Service / Media Presence

Public Service
2022 - 2025 Board Member, Neighborhood Music School
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