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EDUCATION
Certificate	Advanced Education in General Dentistry (AEGD), United States Navy
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
Naval Dental Center, Camp Lejeune, NC
Honors: Resident of the Year

D.M.D.		Dentistry, University of Kentucky College of Dentistry
Lexington, KY

M.P.H.	University of Kentucky College of Public Health
Lexington, KY
Concentrations: Biostatistics, Epidemiology
Thesis Title: Biostatistics in Practice

[bookmark: _GoBack]B.S.		Neuroscience, Brigham Young University
		Provo, UT
		Minor: Spanish


PERSONAL STATEMENT
I am a United States Navy (USN) General Dentist, Health Science Researcher, and current Full-Time Out-Service (Non-Navy provided) Ph.D. student in Epidemiology of Microbial Diseases at Yale University. My current research interests focus on oral disease, particularly oral cancers of viral etiology, and cost effectiveness analyses of various vaccination policies within the Department of Defense. From 2015 to 2018 I served as the Head of the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics and Vice-Chair of the Institutional Review Board at the Naval Medical Research Unit – San Antonio. My department oversaw research projects that examined diseases affecting the craniofacial health of USN sailors and US marines. The main focus of all Navy Medicine research is to prevent or reduce disease among the Department of the Navy’s warfighters and generate and provide novel treatment modalities to either improve the quality of life of its personnel or their ability to recover faster and with less post-treatment morbidity. Educationally, I was trained in microbiological and immunological lab science during my undergraduate studies at Brigham Young University, in the epidemiology and statistics as part of my Masters of Public Health (MPH) at the University of Kentucky’s College of Public Health, and in dentistry at the University of Kentucky’s College of Dentistry. I have worked in a variety of different research labs and have experience developing project protocol, submitting proposals for funding, and managing funded projects and personnel. I have keen interest in bench to bedside research as well as research devoted to the development of novel analytical and quantitative epidemiological methodology. 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
Graduate Student Research Rotations......................................................................................................................2018-2019
Yale University, New Haven, CT
· TickNet
· VA
· David Paltiel – Modeling Unit

General Dentist/Health Researcher..........................................................................................................................2015-2018
Naval Medical Research Unit – San Antonio (NAMRU-SA), JBSA Fort Sam Houston, TX
· Head of Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics.
· Led 17 diverse research personnel involved in projects operating $6.2M worth of competed NIH, Defense Health Agency, and intramural Navy Medicine Research Enterprise funds.
· Coordinated pursuit of funding for projects related to Craniofacial Health and Restorative Medicine.
· Principal/Co-Investigator for the following protocols totaling ~$1.1M in medical research funding:
· A History of Dental Trauma among Deployed Active Duty Service Members in the 20th and 21st Century.
· Incorporation of Computer-Aided Design & Manufactured (CAD/CAM) Restorations into Navy Dentistry.
· A Study of the Efficacy of Swept Source/Polarization Sensitive-Optical Coherence Tomography (SS/PS-OCT) to Identify Enamel Crack Propagation and Predict Potential Tooth Fracture in Restored Teeth.
· Evaluation of the Incidence and Treatment Required for Dental Emergencies Occurring in Deployed Military Personnel.
· Effectiveness of Oral Disease Risk Management in the U.S. Navy.
· Surveillance of Craniofacial Injuries, Dental Disease Non-Battle Injuries, and Oral/facial Diseases in Military Personnel.

Institutional Review Board – Vice-Chair/Member...................................................................................................2015-2018
Naval Medical Research Unit – San Antonio (NAMRU-SA), JBSA Fort Sam Houston, TX
· Directly responsible for oversight of the protection of research participants.
· Ensured human research conducted at NAMRU-SA is in accordance with Department of Defense and Secretary of the Navy Instructions as well as the Common rule.
· Assumed responsibilities of IRB Chair in his absence.

Dental Student Research Consultant........................................................................................................................2010-2013
Student Affairs, University of Kentucky College of Dentistry
· During Second, Third, and Fourth years of dental school, acted as student consultant for 30+ dental student research projects.
· Responsible for helping students with study design, sample size calculations, power analysis, and descriptive statistics.

Committee Member...................................................................................................................................................2008-2013
Research Committee, University of Kentucky College of Public Health
· Served as student advisor to new students seeking research opportunities within the Allied Health Student Programs (Medicine, Dentistry, Public Health, Nursing, Pharmacy, and Physical Therapy).
· Voting member in research policy changes and funding selections for incoming pre-doctoral graduate students.

Graduate/Research Assistant....................................................................................................................................2008-2010
Public Health Dentistry Division, University of Kentucky College of Dentistry
· Cleaned and maintained dataset of surveys and samples collected from state sponsored study involving 1,386 subjects.
· Developed advanced SAS programming and statistical analysis skillset.
· Responsible for writing the statistical analysis and methods section and constructing tables for publication.
· Worked as member of allied health research team.

Graduate/Research Assistant....................................................................................................................................2008-2009
Division of Pediatric Dentistry, University of Kentucky College of Dentistry
· Developed data collection instruments for Pediatric Dentistry resident and faculty projects.
· Cleaned, managed, and analyzed datasets from various pediatric dentistry studies using SAS.
· Wrote and edited methods sections of resident and faculty presentations and manuscripts.
· Developed data collection instruments and wrote methods sections for the following publications:
· To'olo, G., Nash, D. A., Mathu-Muju, K. R., Haney, C. A., Mullins, M. R., and Bush, H. H. (2010). Perspectives of board certified pediatric dentists on adding a pediatric oral health therapist to the dental team. Pediatric Dentistry, 32(7), 505-512.
· Sionkosky, P. W., Nash, D. A., Mathu-Muju, K. R., Haney, C. A., and Bush, H. M. (2009). A practice profile of board certified pediatric dentists based upon characteristics of the dental home. Pediatric Dentistry, 31(7), 472-480.
· Mathu‐Muju, K. R., Lee, J. Y., Zeldin, L. P., and Rozier, R. G. (2008). Opinions of Early Head Start staff about the provision of preventive dental services by primary medical care providers. Journal of Public Health Dentistry, 68(3), 154-162.

Research Assistant....................................................................................................................................................2007-2008
Dr. Joseph Conigliaro Infectious Disease Alcoholism Intervention Study
Division of Infectious Diseases, Internal Medicine, University of Kentucky
· Consented HIV+ subjects to participate in alcoholism intervention study.
· Assisted in the collection of data from consented subjects.
· Organized and maintained University of Kentucky’s site database.

Research Assistant....................................................................................................................................................2007-2008
Dr. Emma J. Brown AIDS Perception Studies, University of Kentucky College of Nursing
· Developed survey instruments assessing the perception of AIDS among middle-aged African American females.
· Organized and maintained surveys.
· Completed statistical analysis of data using SPSS.

Student Researcher/Principal Investigator...............................................................................................................2005-2006
Eastern Cape Provincial Health Department, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa
· Led 7-member team of Eastern Cape Provincial health professionals.
· Analyzed the modus-operandi of all non-governmental and community based organizations (NGOs/CBOs) implementing HIV prevention and AIDS supportive programs in the Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.
· Conducted in-depth interviews with directors, key personnel, and staff members of 27 NGOs and CBOs.
· Assessed programs’ data management, personnel scheduling, and accountability of program funding.
· Served as primary interviewer and study manager.
· Assisted Eastern Cape Provincial Health Department Officials with their routine duties.

Research Assistant.................................................................................................................................2000-2001, 2004-2005
Burton HIV Laboratory, Brigham Young University, Provo, UT
· Investigated HIV reservoirs in HIV+ patients receiving HAART as undergraduate member of Dr. Burton’s Immunology and Microbiology science lab.
· Processed CD4+ t-cells from tonsillar (pharyngeal and palatine tonsils) tissue for detection of HIV RNA.
· Assisted in data management and comparative analysis of reverse transcribed DNA and/or RNA sequences.


PRESENTATIONS
Oral Presentations

An NGO Conundrum: The Modus-Operandi of NGOs in the Buffalo City Municipality of South Africa. University of Kentucky College of Public Health Annual Research Day – 2007
 
Organizational Behavior of NGOs/CBOs Implementing HIV-Prevention Programs in Buffalo City, South Africa. BYU’s Kennedy Center for International Studies Annual Inquiry Conference – 2007

HIV-Prevention Programs, Funding Sources, Personnel Organization, and Budgets of NGOs in Buffalo City, South Africa.  Semi-annual Eastern Cape Provincial Health Department Meeting, SA – Summer/Fall 2006

Poster Presentations

The Effect of US Navy Oral Disease Risk Management Protocol on the Caries Risk Assessment of Active Duty Marines and Sailors. Dickens, N., Stahl, J., & Simecek, J., Military Health System Research Symposium, 2016 (https://mhsrs.amedd.army.mil)

Comparison of Two Methods for Identifying Enamel Cracks In Vitro. Dickens, N., Crouse, C., Lien, W., & Stahl, J., J Dent Res Vol #95 Spec Iss A: #1047, 2016 (www.iadr.org). 


PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS
Lee, L., Dickens, N., Mitchener, T., Qureshi, I., Cardin, S. and Simecek, J., 2019. The burden of dental emergencies, oral-maxillofacial, and cranio-maxillofacial injuries in US military personnel. Military medicine, 184(7-8), pp.e247-e252.

Dickens, N., Haider, H., Lien, W., Simecek, J. and Stahl, J., 2018. Longitudinal Analysis of CAD/CAM Restoration Incorporation Rates into Navy Dentistry. Military medicine, 184(5-6), pp.e365-e372.

Mitchener, T.A., Dickens, N.E. and Simecek, J.W., 2017. Causes of Oral–Maxillofacial Injury of US Military Personnel in Iraq and Afghanistan, 2001–2014. Military medicine, 183(3-4), pp.e219-e224.

Dickens, N.E., Haider, H.S., Simecek, J. and Stahl, J., 2017. Incorporation of CAD/CAM Restoration Into Navy Dentistry (No. NAMRU-SA 2017-112). Naval Medical Research Unit San Antonio JBSA Fort Sam Houston United States.

Bush, H.M., Dickens, N.E., Henry, R.G., Durham, L., Sallee, N., Skelton, J., Stein, P.S. and Cecil, J.C., 2010. Oral health status of older adults in Kentucky: results from the Kentucky Elder Oral Health Survey. Special Care in Dentistry, 30(5), pp.185-192.
LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE
Department Head......................................................................................................................................................2015-2018
Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics
Naval Medical Research Unit – San Antonio (NAMRU-SA)
JBSA Fort Sam Houston, TX

Vice-Chair – Institutional Review Board..................................................................................................................2015-2018
Naval Medical Research Unit – San Antonio (NAMRU-SA)
JBSA Fort Sam Houston, TX

Command Managed Equal Opportunity Program Manager……............................................................................2015-2018
Naval Medical Research Unit – San Antonio (NAMRU-SA)
JBSA Fort Sam Houston, TX
Physical Readiness Program – Command Fitness Leader...……............................................................................2015-2018
Naval Medical Research Unit – San Antonio (NAMRU-SA)
JBSA Fort Sam Houston, TX

Sunday School President...........................................................................................................................................2015-2018
Canyon Springs Ward
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
San Antonio, TX

Record Review Manager, Patient Safety Officer......................................................................................................2014-2015
H-1 Dental Clinic
Naval Dental Center Camp Lejeune, NC

Vice President...........................................................................................................................................................2014-2015
Coastal Carolina Dental Society
Eastern North Carolina

Young Men Presidency 1st Counselor.......................................................................................................................2013-2015
Jacksonville 2nd Ward
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Jacksonville, NC

Chief Resident...........................................................................................................................................................2013-2014
U.S. Navy AEGD Residency
Naval Dental Center Camp Lejeune, NC 

Admissions Committee Voting Member....................................................................................................................2011-2013
University of Kentucky College of Dentistry
Lexington, KY





TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Summer Intern Research Mentor.......................................................................................................................................2017
Department of the Navy – Navy Research Enterprise Internship Program (NREIP)
Naval Medical Research Unit – San Antonio

2017 Mentees: 	(1) Navya Kartha (2018 – Medical school matriculation)
(2) Humza Haider (2018 - MS Machine Learning/Statistics matriculation)

Student Tutor.............................................................................................................................................................2010-2013
University of Kentucky College of Dentistry
Lexington, KY

Courses: Fundamentals of Dental Public Health, Advanced Concepts in Dental Public Health, Conscious Sedation, Dental Implantology, Clinical Endodontics, Periodontics III, Dental Biomaterials, Preclinical Operative, Anterior Endodontics, Clinical Oral Diagnosis, Complete Dentures, Advanced Esthetics, Advanced Oral Pathology.

Instructor...................................................................................................................................................................2005-2007
Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions
Provo, UT

Courses: DAT (Dental Admission Test), OAT (Optometry Admission Test), GRE, SAT

Missionary.................................................................................................................................................................2001-2003
Concepción Chile Mission, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Concepción, Chile


CLINICAL EXPERIENCE
Staff Dentist…...........................................................................................................................................................2015-2018       
Budge Troop Dental Clinic
JBSA Fort Sam Houston, TX

Staff Dentist...............................................................................................................................................................2014-2015 
H-1 Dental Clinic, 2nd Dental Battalion
Naval Dental Center Camp Lejeune, NC

PGY-1 General Dentistry Resident...........................................................................................................................2013-2014
U.S. Navy AEGD Residency
Naval Dental Center Camp Lejeune, NC
  

AWARDS & DECORATIONS
Navy/Marine Corps Commendation Medal.......................................................................................................................2018
	Department of the Navy
	Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
Falls Church, VA

Fleet Marine Force Qualified Officer................................................................................................................................2015
2ND MLG, II MEF
Camp Lejeune, NC

Resident of the Year...........................................................................................................................................................2014
PGY-1 Residency, Advanced Education in General Dentistry
Naval Dental Center Camp Lejeune, NC

Golden Award in Prosthodontics.......................................................................................................................................2013
University of Kentucky College of Dentistry
Lexington, KY

Health Professions Scholarship Program Recipient................................................................................................2009-2013
U.S. Navy


Kentucky Graduate Scholarship...............................................................................................................................2007-2012
University of Kentucky College of Public Health/Dentistry
Lexington, KY

Trustees Scholarship Recipient..........................................................................................................2000-2001 & 2003-2006
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT

Eagle Scout.........................................................................................................................................................................1997
Boy Scouts of America


SKILLS/TRAINING
Statistical Analysis: Proficient in data management, analysis and graphical output using SAS and SPSS. 
Computer Skills: Proficient in Microsoft Access, Excel, Powerpoint, and Word; Endnote; Adobe Acrobat Pro; Survey Monkey, and Photoshop CS6
Languages: English, Spanish


PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
American Public Health Association (APHA) .....................................................................................................2018-Present
Kentucky Dental Association (KDA).....................................................................................................................2013-Present
American Dental Association (ADA)....................................................................................................................2013-Present
Coastal Carolina Dental Society (CCDS)................................................................................................................2013-2015
American Dental Education Association (ADEA)....................................................................................................2009-2014
Sigma Delta Pi (Spanish National Honors Society).................................................................................................2004-2013


PROFESSIONAL LICENSES
Kentucky, General Dentistry.................................................................................................................................2013-Present
New York, General Dentistry................................................................................................................................2013-Present
U.S. NAVY CAREER PROGRESSION
Commissioned Lieutenant Commander U.S. Navy.........................................................................................December  2018
Basic Medical Department Officer Course............................................................................................................August 2013
Officer Development School......................................................................................................................................July 2013
Commissioned Lieutenant U.S. Navy........................................................................................................................May 2013
Commissioned Ensign U.S. Navy........................................................................................................................October 2009
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