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Name:

Rani A. Desai, Ph.D., M.P.H

Education:
B.A.
 Mathematics, Mercyhurst College, 1981-1985



M.P.H.  Epidemiology and Public Health, Yale University, 

 School of Medicine, 1991



Ph.D.    Epidemiology and Mental Health Services Research

 Yale University, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 1994

Career/Academic Appointments:
9/1985-6/1988
Field medic, 2/43rd Air Defense Artillery, U.S. Army
Served as field medic for a Patriot missile unit, provided front line first aid and sick call care, and served as an aide in the local military hospital emergency department.
6/1988-8/1989
Rehabilitation Technician, Lake Erie Institute of Rehabilitation

Provided basic nursing care and assisted with occupational and physical therapy for patients who had suffered extensive brain damage subsequent to head trauma.  
6/1991-6/1994
Predoctoral Fellow, NIMH Training Grant in Mental Health Services Research, Yale University, School of Medicine, Department of Epidemiology and Public Health, New Haven, CT

7/1994-7/1995
Postdoctoral Fellow, NIMH Training Grant Childhood Neuropsychiatric Disorders 

Yale University, School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry, Child Study Center, New Haven, CT

7/1995-7/1996
Instructor, Yale University, School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry, New Haven, CT
7/1996-7/2006
Assistant Professor, Yale University, School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry, New Haven, CT

7/2006-present
Associate Professor, Yale University, School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry, New Haven, CT

5/2008-present
Director, Women and Trauma Research Core, Women’s Health Research at Yale, New Haven, CT

7/2005-4/2009
Associate Director and VA Liaison, Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program at Yale, New Haven, CT
4/2009-present
Co-Director, Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program at Yale, New Haven, CT
1995-2010
Associate Director, Northeast Program Evaluation (NEPEC) 

VA CT Healthcare System, West Haven, CT

2010-2011
Acting Director, Northeast Program Evaluation (NEPEC) 

VA CT Healthcare System, West Haven, CT

2011-present
Director, Evaluation Division, National Center for PTSD
2011-present
Director, Northeast Program Evaluation (NEPEC) 

VA CT Healthcare System, West Haven, CT

Professional Honors & Recognition:
A) 2010-11:
Chair, Mental Health Section (elected), American Public Health Association

    2006-08:
Chair, Mental Health Section (elected), American Public Health Association

     2011-pres.:
Advisory Board Member, VA Center of Excellence on Suicide Prevention
     2005:
Invited participant, The Surgeon General’s Workshop on Women’s Mental Health

     2004-05:
Exceptional Reviewer, Medical Care

    2001-03:
Mental Health Section Counselor (elected), American Public Health Association

     2005:
Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA Mental Health Section Program Chair, American Public Health Association

    2004:
Annual Meeting, Washington, DC Mental Health Section Program Chair, American Public Health Association

    2000:
Annual Meeting, Boston, MA Mental Health Section Program Chair, American Public Health Association

    1997:
Research Excellence Award, National Center of Excellence in Women’s Health at Yale

B) Committee Memberships and Grant Review Committees:

2003-present:
Institutional Review Board, CT Court Support Services

2004-06:

Women’s Health Sub-committee of the VA Strategic Plan Work Group

2004,07,09:
Grant Review Committee, VA Grant and Per Diem Homeless Veterans Program

2009:

Ad hoc grant review, National Institute of Mental Health (July)
2005,08,09:
Ad hoc grant review, Institute for Pathological Gambling and Related Disorders

2005-07:

Status of Women in Medicine Committee, Yale University School of Medicine

2005-07:

VA Advisory Committee on Women’s Mental Health

2007-present:
Ad hoc grant review, VA Health Services Merit Review Board
2007-present:
Ad hoc grant review, National Institute of Mental Health 
2006-present:
Ad hoc grant review, Canadian Institutes of Health
2006-present:
Ad hoc grant review, Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research
2005:
Ad hoc grant review, SAMHSA Targeted capacity expansion grants for jail diversion programs

C) Other Professional Activities

· Editorial Board Member, Journal of Gambling Studies

· Referee for the following journals:

American Journal of Psychiatry                    Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease

American Journal of Epidemiology               Archives of General Psychiatry

Medical Care                                              Psychiatric Services

General Hospital Psychiatry                        Psychological Medicine

Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric                The Psychology of addictive Behaviors  

The Journal of Mental Health Policy            Epidemiology

  
 And Economics                                         Southern Medical Journal

Women and Health                                     Women’s Health Issues

Journal of the American Academy               Journal of the American Academy of Child

   
of Psychiatry and the law                            and Adolescent Psychiatry 

Grant History:

A) Current Grants

Agency:
VA R&D IIR
Title:
Gender differences in post deployment addictive behaviors among returning Veterans

I.D.#:

P.I.:

Rani Desai, Ph.D
Role on Project:

Percent effort:
2.4 calendar year
Direct costs per year:
$500.000
Total costs for project period:
$2.500.000
Project Period:
10/1/10-9/31/15
This grant will follow a cohort of male and female returning veterans to determine whether men and women differ in their post-deployment experiences and use of addictive substances.

Agency:  
NIDA

      Title:   
Gender differences in the association of depression to transitions in smoking.

I.D.#:
R03 DA027052
P.I.:

Weinberger
Role on Project:
Statistician
Percent effort:
1.2 calendar year
Direct costs per year:
$50.000

Total costs for project period:
$100.000

Project Period:
04/1/10-03/31/12
This project proposes to conduct a detailed investigation into gender differences in the relationship between depression and transitions in smoking and nicotine dependence through a secondary analysis of The National Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions (NESARC) Wave 1 (2001-2002, n=43,093) and Wave 2 (2004-2005, n=34,653) databases.

Agency:  
NIMH


      Title:   
STEP: A Community Health Center Based Cost Effectiveness Study

I.D.#:
5RC1MH088971-02
P.I.:

Srihari

Role on Project:
Co-investigator
Percent effort:
0.6 calendar year
Direct costs per year:

Total costs for project period:

Project Period:
09/25/09-08/31/11

The major goal of this project is to compare effectiveness and costs of two different models of care for early psychosis: a public sector based specialized multi-disciplinary team versus usual care available under private insurance.

Agency:  
NIMH


Title:   
Theory-Driven Mixed-Methods Evaluation of PTSD Treatment Implementation in VA Residential Settings


I.D.#:
1RC1MH088454 ? 01
P.I.:

Cook
Role on Project:
Statistician
Percent effort:
0.6 calendar year
Direct costs per year:
$459.248
Total costs for project period:
$918.497
Project Period:
09/30/09-09/30/11
This application proposes to evaluate two national roll-outs of evidence-based treatments in Department of Veterans Affairs residential Posttraumatic Stress Disorder treatment programs (N= 40) within a theory-driven, empirically-based, multi-level dissemination and implementation framework. The overarching goal is to characterize and assess the implementation process of the two evidenced-based psychotherapies for PTSD, Prolonged Exposure and Cognitive Processing Therapy.

Agency:  
Grace J. Fippinger Foundation

Title:   
Examining Gender Differences in Post Deployment Experiences of Combat Veterans Returning from Iraq and Afghanistan

I.D.#:


P.I.:

Mazure

Role on Project:


Percent effort:
None
Direct costs per year:
$15.000

Total costs for project period:
$15.000

Project Period:
12/01/09-11/30/10 

Agency:  
NIDA

Title:   
fMRI of CBT and CM in Cocaine Dependence

I.D.#:
R01 DA020908
P.I.:

Potenza

Role on Project:
Co-Investigator
Percent effort:
0.6 calendar year
Direct costs per year:
$53.438
Total costs for project period:
$ 267,193

Project Period:
09/01/05 – 08/31/10
This grant will provide funding to investigate the neural predictors and correlates of behavioral treatment outcome in addiction.

Agency:  
NIDA

Title:   
fMRI of Craving in Addiction: Gender Differences

I.D.#:
R01 DA019039
P.I.:

Potenza

Role on Project:
Co-Investigator
Percent effort:
0.6 calendar year
Direct costs per year:
$41.814

Total costs for project period:
$ 209,074

Project Period:
08/01/05 – 07/31/10

This grant will provide funding to investigate gender differences in the neural correlates of craving states in pathological gambling and cocaine dependence.

B) Past Grants
Agency:
NIDA  


Title:

FMRI of CBT and CM in Cocaine Dependence   

I.D.#:


P.I.:

Potenza

Role on Project:
Co-investigator

Percent effort:
5%
Direct costs per year:
$53,438

Total costs for project period:
$ 267,193
Project Period:
09/1/05-08/31/10

Agency:
NIDA  


Title:

FMRI of Craving in Addiction: Gender Differences

I.D.#:


P.I.:

Potenza

Role on Project:
Co-investigator

Percent effort:
5%
Direct costs per year:
$41,815

Total costs for project period:
$ 209,074
Project Period:
08/1/05-07/31/10

Agency:  
SAMHSA

Title:   
National Child Traumatic Stress Initiative Category II: Childhood Violence Trauma Center
I.D.#:


P.I.:

Steven Marans

Role on Project:
Co-investigator
Percent effort:
5%
Direct costs per year:
$476,577
Total costs for project period:
$ 2,382,885
Project Period:
9/30/05-9/29/10

Agency:  

NIMH
Title:   

Research Education in Chronic Mental Illness
I.D.#:

R25
P.I.:


Bruce E. Wexler, MD
Role on Project:
Curriculum director
Percent effort:
10%
Direct costs per year:
$230,000
Total costs for project period:
$ 1,150,000
Project Period:
8/1/05-7/31/09
Agency:  

NIAAA
Title:   

Tobacco Dependence & Risk Factors for Treatment Failure
I.D.#:

P50 AA015632
P.I.:


Stephanie O’Malley
Role on Project:
Co-investigator
Percent effort:
10%
Direct costs per year:
$1,333,632
Total costs for project period:
$ 9,464,007
Project Period:
9/1/04-8/31/09
Agency:  

NIAA
Title:   
Investigating Tobacco & Alcohol Use Behaviors Across Continuum of Use
I.D.#:

R03
P.I.:


Sherry McKee PhD
Role on Project:
Co-investigator
Percent effort:
5%
Direct costs per year:
$50,000
Total costs for project period:
$145,500
Project Period:
9/30/05-8/31/08
Agency:  

CT Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
Title:   
An Epidemiologic Study of Gambling and Other Impulse Control Disorders in High School Students
I.D.#:

Contract

P.I.:


Rani Desai PhD
Role on Project:
Co-PI

Percent effort:
N/A
Direct costs per year:
$30,000
Total costs for project period:
$ 30,000
Project Period:
6/1/06-6/1/07
Agency:  

NIMH
Title:   

Image Theory in Disseminating Evidence-Based Practices
I.D.#:

R34
P.I.:


Paul Falzer
Role on Project:
Co-investigator
Percent effort:
10%
Direct costs per year:
$100,000
Total costs for project period:
$ 300,000
Project Period:
11/1/05 – 5/31/08
Agency:  
Institute for Research on Pathological Gambling and Related Disorders, Harvard University
Title:   
A cross-sectional study of the impact of gambling on patients with schizophrenia
I.D.#:


P.I.:


Rani Desai PhD
Role on Project:
PI
Percent effort:
15%
Direct costs per year:
$149,980
Total costs for project period:
$ 172,494
Project Period:
 4/02-4/04
Agency:  

VA HSR&D
Title:   

Quality of Care and Suicide Risk in Psychiatric Patients
I.D.#:

20043-1
P.I.:


Rani Desai PhD
Role on Project:


Percent effort:
20%
Direct costs per year:
$80,850
Total costs for project period:
$161,700
Project Period:
4/01-4/03
Agency:  

National Institute of Mental Health
Title:   

Mental Health Services for Arrestees with Mental Illness
I.D.#:

1R03MH59709-01
P.I.:


Rani Desai PhD
Role on Project:
PI
Percent effort:
50% year 1, 35% year 2
Direct costs per year:
$32,172
Total costs for project period:
$ 96,517
Project Period:
4/99-4/02
Agency:  

Contract funded by Eli Lilly and Co

Title:   

Schizophrenia Care and Assessment Program (SCAP)
I.D.#:


P.I.:


Rani Desai PhD

Role on Project:


Percent effort:
20%
Direct costs per year:
$189,515
Total costs for project period:
$ 947,576
Project Period:
2/98-2/03
Invited Talks, Lectures

2009:
National Council on Problem Gambling Annual Conference, Indianapolis, IN.  “Getting a bad beat on Fifth Street: comorbidity and problems gambling.”

2006:
Yale Specialized Center of Research on Women’s Health. “Gender differences in the association between gambling and other psychiatric disorders.”

2006:
Military Suicide Prevention Conference.  “Suicides in VA psychiatric inpatients.” 

2005:
Military Culture Conference, SUNY Buffalo.  “Homeless female Veterans: the VA response.”

2005:
Mercyhurst College.  “Gambling: public health threat or much ado about nothing?” 

2005:
University of Iowa.  “Gender differences in gambling and gambling-related problems.”

2004:
RAND Pittsburgh Research Seminar. “Gender, gambling and psychiatric comorbidity.”

2003:
Yale Specialized Center of Research on Women’s Health.  Sex, Stress, and Cocaine Addictions Women’s Health Seminar.  “Gender differences in the correlates of violent behavior among inmates.”

1999:
National Center for PTSD, Boston, MA.  “An application of multinomial logistic regression to model PTSD symptoms.”
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